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The War Fifty Years Ago

Commotion, Over the Seizure of the Persons of J. M.

Mason and John Slidell, Confederate Commissioners
to Great Britain and France They Were Taken
From Under the Protection of te British Fls While
oa Board the Steamer Trent on a Voyage From Cuba
to England The Seizure Was Made by the U. S.
Steamer San Jacinto, Commanded by Captain Charles
Wilkes, an Experienced Officer.

By JAMES A. EDCERTON.
JCeprrlfhl by American I'rrri Astncla- -

lion, l11.)
0111X0 the week ending Nor.

D 10. ISfil. the one event that
blotted out all oilier topic In

i the public mind was I lie Trent
affair. The report of this wns printed
In the New York papers on the. morn-
ing of Nor. 17 and wns not known
generally throughout tho country tin-II- I

that day or Inter. It produced the
most unbounded excitement, the north
nulling over the arrest of two of the
chief men of the Confederacy, .tnmci
M. Mnsnn nliil John Slidell, commis-
sioners respectively to Orcnt Hrltnln
and France. Outwnrdly the couth
wan IndlgnntiL but socrc'lly It .wns ns
exultant us the north, hoping thut the
Incident would prcclpltntu war be-

tween the United States and Dig
IanLithe two, commissioner baring
been seized on board nil Kngllsh- - res-M- l;

Thu arrest was really made on Nor.
then- - was no way to gclho

stews to the United Stutcs until the

J. M. MASON, CONfMlMlATr. COMMISSIONER
IO KNIILAMI.

flan Jacinto, the Amerlcnn sloop of
var that hud mndo the seizure, urrlr-e- d

at Fortress Monroe mi the ICtti.
Four days Inter the vessel reached
New York, where Mason and Slidell
aud their two secretaries were placed
In the custody of United States mar-khnl- s

and ordered coullnod In I'ort
Warren, lloston harbor.

The Snn .laeliito was In commnnd
of Captain Clmrles Wilkes, who had
already e a world celebrity by

of of
, fomsl

en- - that admiralty
with Cnptalii "very much

iteen ho.
wuters , never

about
for tho privateer Sumter, commanded
by Captain llaphael Semmes. It was
then ho heaid of Mason Slidell

capture nfter
which ho designed Joining tho Union
Sect participating In the attack
on Tort light there wa
over, before came up with
the commissioners.

, Bearding the Lion.

Mason and Slidell man-
aged elude hlocknde
leaving Chnrlesiou a
on n dark rainy night. They
been rccclvisl with honors by

consul
froVn' lliiriiua to St. Thomas In

stcniuer Trent, command-
ed tty Cnptaln Molr Itufore their de-

parture the San run hurriedly
lo Key West, seeking other Un-

ion vessel to help the but,
falling to tl one, put back to tho n

through which Cnptaln
believed Trent would puss.

Thrre. Just before of 8th,
Ungllsh vessel was sighted,

prepared for action, A

solid hhot fired across of i

the Trenti'but to no
faced. A shell followed, Cnptaln

saw the point of I

argument, he hove to hnd hu- -

Captain Wilkes n lu
rommiiud of I)
Fairfax, executive ofllcer of the Snn
Inclnto, who hoarded the nnd
demanded to see her passenger,- -

This Captain refused, despite the
that Great was the one na-llo- u

maintained the right of
search to give It up

vcn rfter wc beaten her In the
war of 1812. very
ftiue.

nontenant Fnirfax then asked
ilr. Mr. Slidell their secre-
taries, hearing name
uejffrdiicd, answered. Fairfax was

by marriage to who was
hi located. Upon a demand being
Jin that the commissioners aud their

arlea go the .laclnto
ui gentlemen refused.

tig tliftt they would yield only to
fin' Thereupon Lieutenant Fairfax

c

rrnt timid a k'i'cat hubbub made by

Tt atlilt " ' --" - j. .tf i,'11 f tflaWitiii,r,.i iiJiVlflltlflJ-- y Jy ?

Naval

'i mhii

pnscnger. Commander William,
the llrltlsh mail ngent the
Trent, protested ns "a representative
of her government"

Making the Arreit.
In the midst of the commotio!,

of the Jiielntu' men took Mr.
Mnsnn tiy the collar led htm to

bout, nsslstlug til m on board,
operation being performed In

the case of Mr. Slidell the two
secretaries. Kustls and McKiirland.
The families of Slidell mid Eustls were

board, the officer of Han
offered to accommodate them

If they desired, but the Invllntlou wait
declined. mlcr Williams nfter
his return to Unglnnil n story of
Miss Slidell struck fjeulmiant

repeatedly In the face, but
this wns afterward denied by Fair-fax- .

who ali! the only hush the
that a lurcli of the ship

the lady against his shoulder.
Thero was onu phase of this affair

that seems mile thiin providential.
Captulu In writing, In-

structed l.leulenaut us fol-

lows:
"Should Mr. Mnsnn. Mr. Mr.

Kustls Mr. Mcl'nrliind on
I lionrd you make them prisoners
I send them on boiifd ship

lake possession of her
I (the Trent) na n

au auciucmi lint aiciicu war.
This part of Instructions Fairfax

ehoso to Ignore. only no, but he
wns careful to give no unnecessary

to the commander of the Trent.
At nnn lime, tvhitn that rpssol wns

1

drifting Into water and Cap- - Oral received threo cheew
Molr tho Americans to rcpeajedly led by the y

or lie would not bo responsible retnry of Governor Andrew of
for the ship's nafely. Lieutenant Fair-- 1 Mnasnchusetts others. Tho sarao
fax signaled for the to visited Whlla
draw nway, so that the Trent might go ' House and n interview with
more the channel. Upon relurn-- Iho presldcot. Ho Mr.

t Ids own vessel with the ns then saying:
ers Cnptaln Wilkes what "I fear tho trnitors be

had done nnd urged that. the Trent ' while elephants. We must stick to
not tnkon, a prlre. advancing as American principles concerning the

un argument hntjt would dolay their rights of neutrals. We Great
movements injijlvlde their crew, thus Insisting, by
making It InWsslhle for tho 8no la-. practice, on the right to do precisely
clnto to participate in the attack on what Captain Wilkes has done. If
I'ort us wns then planned. This Great Rrltnln shall protest against
argument to Captain the net their we
Wllkex, be consented that the Ilrlt- - I must give them apnloglr.e for tho
Ish vessel go ou her way. On mirh act us ti violation of our doctrines

leading on expislliion exploration lug cnuimnml his vessel nnd thus
and discovery Into the south sens nnd huvo the lie himself snlil
tho nnlnrctlc circle. I'rlor to his hitcr the llrltlsh was
counter the Trent Wllt'ea disappointed and dlsplens-hn-

on the west coast of Africa ed" that he had not done Ills d

on his return to American I'l' was that It occurred to
the Wet Indies, looking hlui. Lieutenant Fairfax becu

nnd
and decided to them,

and
ltoynl. The

however, ho

Messrs. hnd
to the Federal by

In small steamer
and bad

the Brit-Ih- b

In Cuba mid took passage
tho

llrltlsh mall

Jacinto
nomu

In search,
ml

channel,
Wilkes the

noon tho
the ami
the Snn .laclnto

was the bow
this she paid

and
Molr evidently this

for in
uior. sent boat

Lieutenant Miie.N'elll

Trent
list.

Molr
fact Hrltnln

that bad
und hud refused

bad
fought over this

for
Mason, and

and Slidell, bis

Mason,

aboard Ban
emphatically

the
aboard

majesty's

two
Han

and
thu the
mime

ami

ou and the
.tnclnto

Column
told

having
rnlrfux

for
ntory was had
thrown

less
Wilkes. had

Fairfax

Hlldcll,
nml be

will
and this

and
prize."

his
Not

of-

fense

shallow and that
tain warned were given,

war.
nnd

Snn .tnclnto 'ny Mr. tho
hnd short

Into quotes Lincoln
lug prison-- ,

Fairfax (old will prove to
lie
be as

fought
Hrltnln for theory nnd

ltoynl. now
pcuiucd convince and demands relense

and up,
nnd

Lsue.

bad
cruised baring

small Incidents does history soinot lines
turn. Hud the Trent been Inkcn ns a
prise It is scarcely posslblo that wur
with Great Hrltnln could have been

verted.
It Is surprising that Captain Molr

did not Insist ou tho Amerlcnns tak- -

so courteous und having engaged him

,

!

IOIIN SMDEtiL, CONPRPPtlATK COMMISSION
Kit '10 yilANCK.

so in conversation about other matters
that he had "failed to seo wbut uf for-
ward was very plain."

The urrcst of Mnson and Slidell wns
almost universally npplauded In the
north. One reason for tho acclulm wns
the prominence of the prisoners. Uotli
men had been members of tho United
States senate, and oue of the secreta- -

rlcH. Kustls. had been a congressman
aud hud murrled tho daughter of a
prominent Washington banker. As for
Captain Wilkes, be becamo the hero of
tho hour. The secretary of the navy
wrote him a commendatory letter. Hos- -

Ion gnvo him a public dinner, the New
York Historical aoclcty elected him an
konorary member,, the otllclnls of New
fori; city tendered blm a reception,
ami me cougressoT, uie uniieu Mates
gave blm n voitTuf thanks.

Lincoln's Prophetic Viiion.
X Vet through all this chorus o joy

New York Tribune ou the very day the
iiMMAWtfUwMvaxlia bourded thai4here wns n note of mlsglrlng. The

fltws twcasM puttltr rontm4nt4 1

England's' possible Attitude regarding
the arrest It cited the Internationa,'
law on' the subject aud stated that
most of the authorities supported
rlew (hat would Justify Captain
Wllkea' act. It also dwelt iihiii the
fact that F.nglnud hnd uniformly In-

sisted on the right of search even In
times of pence: therefore her govern-
ment could not object to the arrest of
I he two commissioners without stulti-
fying tier own record. Vei the most
farslghtcd men of the time feared that
Ore.it Hrltnln would selte on the inci-

dent n a ground fur declaring war.
Thero wns u threefold motive for so
doing. She could thus break the block-
ade, which was seriously Interfering
wltli the cotton trade on which m
inuny of her mills depended, she could
Ik nvenged for past defeats at the
bunds of the United States, nnd she
could strike possibly n deathblow at

sjayjiyjBBK'M
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republican Institutions. It was the
thought of these things thut gavu puuse
to our level henileil statesmen.

On the surface nt least nit Washing-

ton w Immensely pleased with tho
net. There wns one iioiable exception.
Ilenson J, Losslng la authority for the
statement that on the day the nrrest
of Mason nnd Slidell becatue known In
America President Lincoln expressed
himself ns doubting the wisdom of
their retention. Lnsslng says ho was
in tho war olilce nt Washington when
tho news from the Hun .laeliito was

thus forever bind her over to keep the
peace In relation to neutrals and an
acknowledge thut shu bus been wrong
for sixty yenra."

HcClellan Alio Doubtful.
Tho president wns net the only one

who saw the perils of tho situation.
Seiintor Sumner told a friend that from
the lint he believed we should hare to
glvo up the prlsnnors. General n

in n letter written tho day the
news reached Washington. Nor. 17.
aid:
"1 And thut today Is not to be a day

of rest for me. This unfortunate af-

fair of Mason and Slidell has come
up, and I shall bo obliged to dovot
the day to endeavoring to get our gov-

ernment to tnko the only prompt and
honorable course of avoiding a war
with England nnd France. It is sick-

ening iu the cxtremo and makes me
feel heavy nt heart wheu I see the
weakness nnd unfitness of the poor
beings who control the destinies of this
great country."

It Is too bad that General McClellan
could not unnoiiiice the truth of u
proposition without sneering nt oth-

ers. On Its fm o the slur In the nbovo
would seem to have been aimed at
Mr. Lincoln Yet In the same letter
McClellan takes occasion to give n

pnrtlul nnd pat ionizing approval to his
chief by saying, "The president Is
honest nnd means well." Mr, Llucoln
was not only honest nnd well menu
Ing, but saw the truth of the Trent
affair quite ns clearly as did General
McClellan.

Outside of 'the popular excitement
over tho Mason aud Slidell nffnlr
there wiih little of Interest during the
third week In November. One nmus'
lug Incident Involved the capture of
ome Union foragers near Upton's

fllll, Vo. These men had loft some
forage on n certain farm and went
out to get It. Tho farmor seemed
friendly nnd Invited the aoldlers to
stny for dinner. They did so, leaving
their muskets and nn Inadequate
guard outside. The farmer sent word
to a Confederate troop lurking In the
vicinity, who came up quietly, over
came the guard before they could
make tin outcry and bugged the squad.
forage and Jill,

I During this week General nnnks nd- -

vnnced Into Aeeomoe county, Vn

ROme of his troops hnrlng a slight
skirmish nenr I'olnt of Hocks. Other
,,(tnn 0f minor Importance occurred

ear pK church.. Vn.; Cnss county.
Mo.. Warsaw. Mo.: Hornney. western
Virginia: Wirt Court House, western
Virginia; Pnlinyrn. Mn nnd p.vprcKs
Hvlilge, Ky, Genernl Floyd was now
.,ri,1,ih,iiiii,bf,iior!! V'nrlnln. rir

timlly ending ,TU touting In that so?
t,()n
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MACHINE THAT SHELLS CORN

Eara Ted Into Hop,!, and Ktrntla
Are Separated Automatically

Lighten Farmirs' Burden.

Another device to lighten the farm-
er's tabors hag been Invented by n
Nehraskn man. This Is a machine for
shelling corn, and, with It, one man
tan do the work of n dozen or more
by simply feeding the ears Into n
hopper nnd turning a handle, inside
the body of the machine la a series
of scrapers between which the cobs
pnss nnd these scrapers nre so con-

trolled that they will engage ears of

Maehln Shall Corn.

any size. A the kernels are sep-
arated from the cobs they drop Into
a chute 'below the mechanism nnd
arc carried Into bugs waiting at the
mouth of the chute. The cobs nre
ejected from the other side of the
machine. A can rciicllly be under'
stood, this machine will save a great
deal of labor, as the old method of
shelling corn by hand wns a tedious
olio at best, and was no gentle opera-
tion even for that type of citizen who
has come to be known a "horny-handed.- "

TIME FOR HARVESTING OATS

' Crop Should B Cut When Grain la
Still in th Dough Stat Haul

In Bcfora Heavy Rain.

Oats should be cut when the arnln
i is In the dough stage. If cut when the
' gruln Is In the milk the grain will be
J light In weight, and If cut when full
lllie there will be a toss of iiraln In

handling, snya a writer In the Haiti-mor- e

American. We endeavor to cut
when the milk I out of tho gruln.
The crop Is cut with mak-
ing small sheaves. Twelve sheaves arc
set to a shock, and as soon as the
straw Is cured and the grain hnrd nnd
dry we haul in as quickly as possible.
The crop should he hauled In before a
heavy ruin, as It Is almost Impossible
to dry the bundles If the, straw Is
once thoroughly wet. It Is a hard task
to take down the shocks, open out the

, bundles nntf spread out the sheaves to
dry. Owing to tho soft straw nnd
chaff around the grain the moisture
dries out slowly, oven when the
weather Is hot and dry. Grnln and
labor are saved by getting the crop
under rover before showera.

t

After the sheave are hauled In the
field should he raked. These raking
cut fine and mixed with a little mill-fee- d

mnko an excellent summer feed
for the horses. As soon a the outs
nre under cover the field should be
cut over with the two-hors- e sulky

or the steel disk. Hun the cul-- 1

tlvator both ways. This early work-- I

Ing brings the wild seeds to the ur-- "

face; it also prevents the soil from
crusting over.

STACK HAY IN LARGE FIELDS

Modern Machine Shown Herewith Fa-

cilitate Work Considerably
Labor of Six Men.

On tunny western farms hay is
stacked In large quantities, nnd the
work Is dono by help hired by the
day. Consequently It Is necessary to
push the stacking ns fast us possible.
Tho modern stccker shown In the cut
with the sweep rake facilitates

Wtrn Way of Stacking Hay.

this work n great deal, says the Farm
and Homo. The hay Is picked up by
the sweep rake In bunchea of about
1,000 pounds and delivered onto the
atneker. The horse attached to the
stacker pulls this onto the pile. Six
men can put up hay at the rate of 2ft
tons per day with an apparatus auch
ns this, using two sweep rakea, an
ordinary rake and one mower,

Car of th Lawn.
If the season happen to b a dry

one don t mow tne lawn oftener than
once a week. Frequent clipping
'cause rapid evaporation of moliture
from the soli.

Aow the clipping to remain In a
dry season. They help, to shad tb

oil and act aa a sulci);.
To do good work with yoilr lawn

mower keep I'; well oiled and sharpen
It frequently.

GRASS OF
'
fiREATi WORfaNCf

,4
Qreat Prefetom f Malntalftlni Fertili-

ty of Soli for' Future Crp
Solved In On Way;

(Ity W. R. OAnrtNKIt.)
In attempting td farm without

grasses the farmer Is lifting without
a lever; he la pulling a load with the
weight on the hind wheel; he I cut-

ting with a dull ax.
With grat aa a basis grains, fruit

vegetables and meat, all the trlumpht
of farming are possible. The first
thing that I would advise all those
nho contemplate buying n farm to
look Into, would be Its capacity to
grow clover and other nutritious
grasses and Irarn what means would
be available for fertilizing such mead-
ow.

The grat can be converted Into
milk and prodncts Into beef, pork cr
mutton and returned to the land In
the form of manure for the grain crops
or you may sell the hay by the ton
according to the fact of your particu-
lar locality.

I would not advise any one to think
of buying a farm that did not have
at least 20 acre of grass land that
would produce at lenst two tons of
hay per acre under favorable oondl'
Hons,

The greateat thrift and profit made
by fnrmeraoff their farms In ten of
the leading agricultural states that I

have visited during the past two
years have been mnde by those who
make dairying, mmI ,th growing of live
stock their chief reliance.

The grent'qucs'tlon of .keeping up
the fertility of the soli for future
crops can he solved In only one way
and thut Is by the growing of more
clovers and grasses and feeding more
live 'stock and 'returning all of the
mnnure thus made to the' fields.

GAS ENGINE FOR FARM WORK

Large Wheel of Carrlag Mak It
Easily Managed, Evan en Rough

Ground 8hown In Africa.

At the, recent agricultural exposi-
tion In Tunis, Africa, the makers of
the Gnome motor for aeroplanes ex-

hibited a motor de-
signed for use on tho farm, which,
while not presenting any novel fea-

tures of motor construction, attracted

Qa Engln, for Farm' Wrk.
much attention on account of It

unique mount Ing which closely resem-
bles a gun carriage, says Popular
Mechanics. The large" wheels of this
carriage make It easily managed
even on rough grpund, nnd two men
can transport It from place to place.
The motor Is made for gasoline or oil
consumption.

STORE POTATOES IN WINTER

Kanta Man Give HI Mathod of Pre-
paring and Keeping Tubr

During Cold Wthr.
(II)' II. K. MII.LKH. Kansas.)

My way of keeping potatoes during
the winter I to select a high piece of
ground that will drain Itself well, then
I put a lot of hay on the ground and
put the potatoes on the hay, piling
them up nicely, I then rover with hay
or straw aa thick aa 1 think beat, then
put a light layer of dirt on the hay,
and aa the aeaion get colder, I put on
more dirt. To keep potatoe In the
spring for aummer uae, put thm In a
dark room and give them plenty of
air, sprinkling some lime
over them. Also keep all sprout off
of them, and you will have potatoes
until you can rulie new one.

A full silo makes a fat pocket book
The mnnure spreader Is a profit

collector.
Tho lend pencil Is the most valuable

tool on the farm.
I'oorly shocked grain .1 .a (hocking

display of poor farming.
You need a silo because with It you

can make, more money.
Careful feeding Is necessary to the

economical use of the oat bin.
Manure and disking will renovate

tho worn out pasture or meadow.
Corn Is just right for the silo when

It is a little too hard for roasting
ears.

The most successful growers of al
falfa recommend aowlng the aeed In
spring.

Fall rye will make good spring pas
ture at a time when pasture will be
greatly needed.

Vou can usually tell a good farmer
by the orderly appearance of his barn
floor and granary.

It I beit to manure and plow the
garden a soon a the growing aon
1 over and the crop barveiteq.

If you watch the thistle carefully
and do not let them go to eed for
two or three years you will rejoice In
their absence.

A one Inch pipe from the tank on
the windmill to the house' and another
to the barn with 60 feet of 'garden
hose attached to each is a great deal
cheaper than a fire.

ntM"f"","j'l"t ..

BENEFITS OF GOOD FENCES

Nothing Adds Mor to Qnral Aa--
ptaranc of Farm Than Qod
Strong Pane Prevent Trouble.

Illy JOHN HAIt.KY IIIUtCK.)
Good fence make friendly neigh- -

bods. 'Any man who keep live atock
should have good fences and strong
gates, Hroken down fences and dilap-
idated gates are a constant source
of annoyance and trouble. Many
valuable animals are Injured by brok-
en fence and gate, not always by
the fence or gate Itaetf, perhaps by
getting out through the fence or gate
Into a field of clover or grain and
eating sufficient to cause bloat or by
getting Into an apple orchard and

An Easily Opened Gat.
choking or by strolling onto the rail-
road track and being hit by 'the car.

Perhaps the whole herd breaks
through the neighbor's fields and
destroys hi crop. Such things are
mighty unpleasant and caue bad
feeling among the best of neighbor.

Good fences and atrong galea are
cheaper than good atock and dam-
age suits. Good galea and 'fence add
to the permanent value of the farm.
If a man ha not sufficient prld In
hta farm to keep up hla fencea and
gates the matter of economy should
compel him to giro these matter
attention.

It Is poor economy to allow a pum- -

bred cow to break through a 12 gate
and get with calf to somo neighbor'
scrub bull. The poor gat la the
weakest link In the fence. There la
nothing that adds more to the gen
eral appearance of the farm than
good, atrong fences. Such appearance
amount to hundreds of dollar If we
are selling our farm.

The gate shown In the Illustration,
will be found to be of great con-
venience. A pin Is set In the gate
post and a pole at least a long aa
the gate Is made to turn on It.

A box full of stones heavy enough
to balance the gntc Is placed on one
end of this pole, and to the other end
Is fastened a piece of strap Iron that
connects with the center of the gate.
The hinges on this gate are pieces of
round Iron so set that a ring on the
gate will elide up and down on them.
This allowa the gate to he raised or
lowered.

HOLDING FODDER FOR STOCK

Device for Placlnp Cornatalk and
Other Fd That Would B

Thrown Out, Just Invented.

Fodder, such aa cornstalks that are
not shredded, Is frequently tosaed
out of the manger and wasted. A
device for holding thli kind or feed
against the wall In front of tho
manger la shown In the llluatratlon.

Holding Food for Stock.

aaya a writer In the Popular Mechan-
ics. It Is made of 2 by 4 Inch mate-
rial, about S feet long, hinged at the
lower end nnd clamped at the top.
The stalks are placed behind the up-
right plecd and securely clamped.
Several of these devices placod at
Intervals along the trangnr will make
It hard for the stock to pull the fod-
der out and waste IL

Dairy Product.
The cow will produce about aeven

time as much human food per unit
of feed consumed a will the ateer.
In fact, the cornstalks, leaves and
cobs produced on one acre of corn.
If fed to a ateer, will provide material
for about 50 per cent, edible dry mat-
ter In.tb form of flesh, while If fed
to a dairy cow about 330 per cent
edible dry matter will be produced.
National economy, then, would de-

mand that our hill pasture and low-

land meadowa a well a the coane
fodder of cultivated field be b
ployed In the production of milk.

Souring Cram.
The development of lactic acid," or

the souring of cream, doe not
the butter fat content. Aa a

rule, when cream become. our It la
more difficult to test than when It 1

sweet. ' The difficulty In obtaining an
accurate test of our milk or cream
He In the fatf that It la not May to
obtain an accurate sample.


